
 

 

 

Making Some Sense From the Common Core Confusion 

Dear members of our school family, 

Education issues have become hot topics in the national, state and local news with 

discussion of international standings, Common Core, (over) testing, and student 

privacy. Rightfully, students’ results on international math exams should be 

considered to ensure that they are prepared for the global workforce. However, do 

these international exams compare similar groups of students? Moreover, should 

we overly stress accomplishment on standardized exams and thereby reduce our 

children’s time spent on the arts, health, physical education, and other critical 

enrichment opportunities?  President Teddy Roosevelt, wrote, “To educate a man 

in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.” His words reflect 

what our Founders knew – that the purpose of education in a free society is to 

build a populace girded against tyranny through knowledge. A free people are not 

only focused on earning a living, but know how to think independently, reason 

well, and are well grounded in the principles of liberty and civic responsibility. 

Our country has locally controlled public education systems embracing the 

principle that all children, regardless of heritage or economic standing, have the 

opportunity to better themselves through their exposure to a broad quality 

education.  

 
Recently published international test results only tell a partial story. When we 

compare similar socio-economic schools in New York State with those of other 

nations, our schools perform at similar high levels. We have a poverty problem in 

America, not an education problem – States with the greatest percentages of 

children in poverty have the lowest test results, and similarly, in our State, the 

districts with the highest poverty rates have the lowest test scores. Unfortunately, 

rather than allowing already high performing schools to opt-out of a one-size-fits-

all standardized program, our state joined with the federal government’s 

supported “solution” called the Common Core;  a set of “standards” in ELA and math.  

Moreover, to get Race to the Top money, we had to embrace extensive student 

(over) testing as part of a mandated teacher and principal evaluation system.  As a 

result, schools began to focus heavily on test preparation as there is an old saying in 

education, “What gets tested gets taught.”       (CONTINUED) T
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The New York Education Department has joined a central repository of student data 

(inBloom) to provide a student management system for less affluent districts. Of the 

original nine states that joined inBloom, seven have pulled out. The resultant statewide 

collection of comprehensive students’ data has significant privacy concerns; parents do 

not want their children’s personally identifiable data stored on a central state system, 

placed within the “cloud”, or provided to a third party vendor. Legislation is presently 

under consideration to safeguard our children’s data since State Ed is moving forward 

with inBloom.      

 

There have also been heavy financial consequences with Common Core.  School 

districts have needed to spend heavily to implement new curriculum – additional 

classes of academic intervention resources in math and English, new textbooks and 

computer programs, new technology to support online testing, substitutes to cover 

training, etc.   

 

Also, the emotional cost has been extensive for students. The State did not roll out 

curriculum one grade at a time. Instead, assessments and curriculum presupposed 

multiple years of knowledge and Common Core specific math technique. Students are 

struggling in math that never struggled in math before. Students are expressing feelings 

of anxiousness about math and school more than before. Students are spending far more 

time on homework then they should based on our suggested research based guidelines. 

In English, with the greater emphasis on non-fiction works, modern works, and close 

reading, there is far less emphasis on the great works of literature.   

 

Still, despite these larger national and state priorities, as parents you should know that 

we understand and share your concerns.  Our English teachers will always ensure that 

our children are exposed to the great classics and discuss the ethical themes within 

these wonderful works of literature.  Our math teachers will not rest until the multiple 

year gaps are fully covered. Charles Dickens and the Pythagorean Theorem will always 

have a home in Garden City.  Eventually, working together in partnership with you, we 

will overcome these difficulties and ensure success for our children. 

 

Warmly, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D.    
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  ( c o n t i n u e d )



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

JANUARY 
 

January 1-3 

School Closed 

Holiday Recess 

 

January 8 

MS/HS PTA Mtg. 

7:00 PM @HS 

 

January 14 

Winter II Athletic Forms 

Due to Nurse 

 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15 PM @HS 

 

January 20 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

School Closed 

 

January 26-31 

Midterm Week 

 

January 29 

5th into 6th Parent Orientation 

Music & World  

Languages Fair 

7:00 PM @ MS 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

 

 

MIDTERM BENCHMARK EXAMINATION SCHEDULE 

Tuesday, January 21 
World Languages Exams  

(Day 1—Grade 6) 

Wednesday, January 22 World Languages Exams  
Day 2—Grades 6 and 7 

Tuesday, January 23  

World Language  Exams  
(in class) 

Day 1– Grade 6 
Grade 7 Make-Ups 

Grade 8 

Friday, January 24 World Language Exams  
in class 

(Day 2—Grade 6) 
Grade 8 Make Ups 

Monday, January 27 Social Studies Exam 

Tuesday, January 28 English Language Arts Exam 

Wednesday, January 29 Math Exam 

Thursday, January 30 Science Exam 

Friday, January 31 Makeups Exams 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS/DELAYED OPENINGS 

  In case of an emergency, you will receive a telephone call and/or email delivered to 

the home, cell, and work numbers and/or email addresses you have provided your child's 

school.  In order to guaranty delivery of all messages, please keep your contact information up 

to date. School Closings or delayed opening will also be posted on the website 

 Listen to the following radio and television stations and web sites for information on 

school closings or delayed openings: 

Radio Stations WCBS 880 AM 

WOR 710 AM 

WALK 1370 AM 

WBLI 106.1 

WINS 1010 AM 

WHLI 1100 AM 

WKJY 98.3 FM 

WBAB 102.3 FM 

Television  

Stations 

News 12 Long Island 

WABC 7 

WNBC 4 

WCBS 2 

FOX 5 

News Web Sites www.1010wins.com 

www.7online.com 

Ww.news12.com 

WCBS880.com 

WNBC.com 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

WORLD LANGUAGES FAIR  

 The World Languages Department invites the parents of incoming 6th grade students to the World 

Languages Fair on Wednesday, January 29, 2014, at 7 p.m.  The event will be held in the Middle 

School Cafeteria.  During this time, parents will see various language displays and have an opportunity to 

speak with Mr. Giacalone, the 6-12 World Languages Coordinator, and the Middle School World Lan-

guages Teachers.  Information about our philosophy, program, earning credit in a World Language, and 

other important information will be distributed at that time.  We look forward to seeing you! 

GCMS & GCHS PTA Meeting 

 On Wednesday, January 8, 2014, the  PTA representatives from the Garden City Middle School and the Garden City 

High School, along with PTA Committees will be present with important information for all PTA members. Join us and take part in 

some or all of our discussions this evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nassau County ADA Anne Donnelly 

Deputy Chief Organized Crime and Rackets Bureau 

Internet Safety 

Discussion includes topics of texting, camera phones, social networking, the 

Internet, the law, what our children need to understand 

and how we can protect them. 

GCHS Music Wing - Room M103 

Presentation from 7:30p.m. to 8:30p.m. 

Recommended for Parents with Children in Grades 4 through 12 

Dr. Ira Wolf - Power Prep 

An expert in test preparation for 

college entrance exams. 

GCHS Music Wing 

Room M102 

Session 1- 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Bob Wolf – Hope Skills 

The HOPE® 4 Skills Every Student 

Needs Are YOUR Competitive Edge 

GCHS Music Wing 

Room M101 

Session 1- 7 pm to 7:30 p.m. 

IT’S COLD OUTSIDE; DRESS ACCORDINGLY!  

 Parents, please remind your child to dress in layers. He or she can add and/or shed layers of cloth-

ing as the temperature changes within the building or outside. Also, please remember to send your child to 

school wearing a coat! Regardless of what your children tell you, shorts are for the summer, never for the 

winter!  



Spotl ight  on  

technology 

department  

CO2 DRAGSTERS  

 The seventh  grade Technology students are designing and creating their model CO2 powered 

dragsters.  The students use their imagination to develop a dragster design and draw it on grid paper fol-

lowing guidelines and size limitations.  They then transform this 2-D design into a 3-D model by using 

their hands on skills to craft the dragster out of a basswood blank.  Once it has a smooth finish they get 

to paint and decorate their dragster to make it truly unique.  After all their hard work the students get 

to have fun racing head to head on the drag track set up in the classroom.   

 

  .  

ROBOTICS 

 Robotics continues in the seventh grade Technology and Engineering curriculum. Students learn how to maneuver a me-

chanical arm, and then write a program to control it automatically. This “arm” can pick up a part from various sources and place in 

different, preprogrammed locations, based on readings from the unit feedback sensors. The students learn the fundamentals of the 

BASIC Programming Language. They also learn what a flow chart is, how to create one, and the importance of using one. The class 

covers how Robots are used in industry, and how the computer can perform complex calculations and automated processes in every-

day life.  Along with their computer simulator, students also work a working model controlled by their own written program. 

 

 



Spotl ight  on  

Math department  

MATH OLYMPIADS  
              The second meet of Math Olympiads was held on Tuesday, December  10, 2013.  The school score (total of the top 

10) for our 6th grade Olympians was 45 out of a possible 50. The average score this month was 2.51.  Last month it was 

1.81. We performed a bit better on this contest.  

Again, only one student scored a perfect 5: 

James Zheng 

Seven students had four correct: 

Timothy Brennan, Analise Fressle, Matthew Maher, Liliana Papachristos, Olivia Pappas,  

Jack Penney, and Sarah Wu 

 

CUMULATIVE TOTALS 

 The total school score after two meets (November and December) is 70 points (of a possible 100).  Listed here are the scores for the 
students who have the highest cumulative scores: 

23 students have total scores of 6 

17 students have total scores of  5 

17 students have total scores of 3-4 

 6 students have total scores of 0-2 

 

Our next meet will be Tuesday, January 14.  Listen for the announcement. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to all Math Olympians!! 

  

  NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 TOTAL 

  James Zheng Orrego 5 5 10 

  Timothy Brennan Hakes 3 4 7 

  Analise Fressle Nardone 3 4 7 

  Christian Ottomanelli Drogin 4 3 7 

  Olivia Pappas Drogin 3 4 7 

  Emma Solferino Orrego 4 3 7 

  Sarah Wu Hakes 4 3 7 



Spotl ight  on  

Math department  

AMERICAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 

THE RESULTS ARE IN!! 

 

Here are the results of the 2013 AMC 8 (American Mathematics Competition). 

 

The top scorers and their scores (out of 25) are: 

 

6th grade 

 

First Place James Zheng (14) 

Second Place (tie) – Jack Arlotta & Mary Foxen (12) 

Third Place (tie) – Alexander Horn & Sarah Wu (11) 

 

7th grade 

 

First Place – Christian Durante (16) 

Second Place – Matthew Trapasso (15) 

Third Place (tie) – Aidan Coyne & Aidan Padala (14) 

 

8th grade 

 

First Place – Brandon Gong (22) 

Second Place (tie) – Melissa Whitney & Seungmin Woo (18) 

Third Place – Michael Liberopoulos (17) 

 

Brandon Gong (8th grade) is the school winner with a score of 22.  

 

The top three scorers gave GCMS a team score of 58. 

 

Any participants wishing to see their scores can stop by room 145 to see Mrs. Heid. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WINNERS AND PARTICIPANTS!! 

  .  



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

MRs. Biondi’s Art Corner  

Art Challenge of the Month: Photographing snow with your digital camera!  

 Winter scenes with lots of snow can be beautiful, but making them that way takes some atten-

tion to detail. Here are some hints to help make your winter digital camera photography more appeal-

ing. First, you may have a setting available on your digital camera for snowy days. It may be known as a Snow setting or a 

Winter setting. This setting corrects the white balance in a typical amount and direction for average snowy scenes. It will 

also lower the exposure time for your snow photos, letting in less light to correct for the snow reflection. Footprints, 

snowmen, trees, family and friends, are all wonderful subjects to photograph in the snow! Don’t forget to grab your coat 

and have a happy snow day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Art is not what you see, but what you make others see” – Edgar Degas 

MS. ECONOMOU’S RECIPE of the MONTH  

MELTED SNOWMAN COOKIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingredients 

Your favorite sugar cookie 

dough 

A bag of large marshmallows 

Various icing colors for decorat-

ing 

White icing for the body 

Directions 

Bake your sugar cookies according to  

directions. 

Allow them to cool completely. 

Using the white icing decorate the cookie in a 

messy manner. 

Press marshmallows down on the edge of the 

cookie. 

Using the colored icing decorate the snowman! 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

                                                                                     TRIVIA DAY 

 On Monday, December 16, 2013, students From Garden City Middle School participated in a spe-

cial Challenge Day event.  Students from each grade level participated in a trivia contest.  Students, along 

with their HomeBase teacher, had to work together to answer 15 questions.  The event was a great way to 

kick off the holiday season with a lesson on team-building and sportsmanship.  

                                                                                      UPSTANDER IDOL 

 During the month of November, students from the Anti-Bullying Club visited Jericho Middle School for a social and 

emotional learning book chat on Patricia Polacco's book Wonder.  Students were placed in groups with children from other 

schools to discuss the book and develop a performance focusing on one scene in the book in which children became upstand-

ers in bullying situations.  The event, called Upstander Idol, was a complete success.  Groups performed skits, games shows, 

original songs, and artwork all focusing on working together to stop bullying.  ABC meets every Monday in the library.  For 

more information, please feel free to contact Ms. Greenwald. 

                                                    MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

 For the past two months, LEADERS from every HomeBase class in Garden City Middle School 

met with Mr. Baker and Ms. Greenwald to help fight bullying.  Students learned lessons that encourage 

bystanders to become upstanders in bully situations.  Next semester, the group will be learning a lesson 

about cyber-bullying and receiving a special high school presentation from the group Students Helping 

Students. 

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES (AIS) 

 Math and English Language Arts Academic Intervention Services (AIS) will begin on Tuesday, January 14, 2014.  

Students will be receiving class assignments in the mail later this week. Classes will be held twice a week.  Morning and af-

ternoon sessions will be one hour long.  ELA and math sessions will be held twice a week for the duration of the ten week 

program.  

 Please note that morning sessions will be held from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and afternoon sessions will be held from 

3:30 p.m. to 4:30 pm.  For the safety of our students, those attending morning sessions can only enter the building at the 

main entrance, which will only be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:10 a.m.  Students arriving after 7:10 a.m. will be unable to en-

ter the building.  In addition, please be sure to pick up students promptly at the end of the afternoon sessions.  Students will 

not be permitted to linger in the school unattended. 



 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

THE GCMS LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR QUIET WORK 

BEGINNING AT 7:30 AM  

  

 

  How to Make a Universe with 92 Ingredients: 
An Electrifying Guide to the Elements 
by Adrian Dingle 
 

What do cars, stars, skyscrapers, and ice cream all have in com-
mon? They're all made from the same 92 ingredients...and so 
are we. And so is everything in the entire universe! 
 

How to Make a Universe with 92 Ingredients presents a unique 
and imaginative way for young readers to connect chemistry 
and science with their daily lives. By using dozens of familiar 
objects, the author has built a platform from which to teach 
kids the unfamiliar — that trees, cell phones, and the Sun (and 
more) are all made of a handful of chemical elements found on 
the periodic table. Full of easy experiments and "Did You 
Know?" information that's perfect for sharing with friends, How 
to Make a Universe with 92 Ingredients takes on the impossible 
and triumphs — it makes chemistry FUN! 

      

 

  Wake Up Missing 
By Kate Messner 
 

Four kids . . . 
Two weeks in the Florida Everglades . . . 
 

One top-secret science experiment that could change them and 
the world as they know it . . . 
 

Meet Quentin, a middle-school football star from Chicago; 
Sarah, a hockey player from Upstate New York; Ben, a horse 
lover from the Pacific Northwest; and Cat, an artistic bird 
watcher from California. 
 

The four have little in common except the head injuries that 
landed them in an elite brain-science center in the wild swamps 
of Florida. It’s known as the best clinic in the world and prom-
ises to return their lives to normal, but as days pass, the kids 
begin to notice strange side effects and unexplained changes. 

  


